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Message from Matt

Matthew Pollack, PE, PMP

The Purple Line has
entered the next
phase of construction
with our new builder
Maryland Transit
Solutions (MTS)
progressing the project
all along the alignment,
from New Carrollton
to Bethesda. I would
like to highlight some
of the work happening
this month.

Let’s start in Rock Creek Park in Montgomery County,
where two bridges will accommodate the Capital Crescent
Trail (CCT) and the light rail tracks. In August, our crews
started assembling the overhang and installing deck
forms for the light rail bridge. Once formwork is complete,
reinforcing steel will be added and concrete poured over
the coming weeks.
In Bethesda, we will begin preparation to remove the
elevator shaft cover at Elm Street and Wisconsin Avenue.
Crews will dewater the area and start demolition of existing
foundations to enable foundation work for the gantry
shed—the infrastructure that will support the expansion of

the shaft and its eventual connection to the Metro Red Line
station. The gantry is quite an interesting bit of engineering
involving a crane supported by metal rails straddling sides
of the shaft and allowing for efficient removal of material in
a small space where there is no room for a traditional crane.
A new wooden walkway has been completed to provide
easier pedestrian access to Elm Street from Wisconsin
during construction.
In Prince George’s County, our crews are at the New
Carrollton Metro Station installing the stormwater drainage
system for the Purple Line. Track has been delivered to the
Glenridge Operations and Maintenance Facility, the Purple
Line’s main service depot and storage location, for future
installation. And on University Boulevard, we are preparing
for a traffic switch in the next four to six weeks, weather
permitting, to replace the eastbound overpass over the
Northwest Branch between the Riggs Road and Adelphi
stations. When complete, the light rail trains will run down
the center of University Boulevard. We will be sure to
update everyone in advance of any traffic pattern changes.
As always, if you have questions about the project,
you can email us outreach@purplelinemd.com or
call our hotline, 443-451-3706 (English) or
443-451-3705 (Spanish).

Sign up to receive construction notifications at purplelinemd.com

Construction Photo/Update:

Photos from left to right: The westbound overpass on University Boulevard over the Northwest Branch has been replaced, with work set to begin next on the eastbound side;
The new railing on the westbound overpass is complete. A traffic shift will occur in the next four to six weeks to enter the next phase of construction; Utility relocation begins along
Wayne Avenue at Dale Drive; Recent work includes repaving along Wayne Avenue with crews working their way across Dale Drive in Silver Spring.

Business Spotlight:
Riverdale Park Animal Hospital, Inc.
Riverdale Park Animal Hospital, Inc. is a comprehensive
companion animal care center owned and operated by
Sundar Natarajan, DVM, Ph.D., on Riverdale Road, just
steps from the future Riverdale Park-Kenilworth station.
Dr. Natarajan has served the community of Riverdale
Park for the past eight years and is committed to
providing quality veterinary primary care and prevention
services for local pets. He said, “The goal of the
practice is to offer the highest quality medical care with
compassion, as well as educate clients.”
Leveraging his experience as a professor of veterinary
medicine in India and then a researcher at the National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Dr. Natarajan enjoys the
diversity of the community in Riverdale Park and looks
forward to increased business when the Purple Line
opens. He also hopes to provide pet daycare for
many riders.
Riverdale Park Animal Hospital is open Monday - Friday,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. To make an appointment, call 301-277-4618 or
email at riverdaleparkAH@gmail.com.
Sundar Natarajan, DVM, Ph.D.
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Purple Line Fast Fact:

People Behind the Purple Line: Marlene Veras
Marlene Veras is the Purple Line Business
Engagement Officer working with the businesses
along the alignment in Prince George’s County. Her
responsibilities include supporting businesses by
providing them with the information, options, and
resources they may need related to construction.
She checks in with business owners regularly to
ensure that questions and concerns are addressed
and communicates issues to the construction team
for follow up. Marlene has been a team member
for two years and enjoys helping the business
community succeed.
Before joining the Purple Line, Marlene worked in
sales operations and marketing roles at a financial
company. She enjoys films, yoga, museums, and
sightseeing in her spare time.
“I really enjoy hitting the streets and engaging
with business owners on a project that will bring
customers to their doorsteps,” she says.
Contact Marlene at outreach@purplelinemd.com
if you have any questions about construction or
access to your business.

Marlene Veras, Purple Line Business Engagement Officer
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